Road-Rail Transport
that there was no need for a plurality of classes and that
an upper and a lower class would suit India's requirements.
In 1935-36, there were 96,281 first and second class seats
as against 90,982 in 1926-27, thus registering an increase in
accommodation by 6 per cent. On the other hand, the earn-
ings from these showed considerable diminution. Earnings
in 1935^36 fell from Bs. 2,97,27,000 to Bs. 2,17,51,000, or by
27 per cent, and the fall in the number of persons carried
was 53 per cent. When there was such a heavy fall in earn-
ings as well as in numbers there was no point in increasing
the accommodation. Instead of hauling an upper class
compartment empty, it would be much'more advisable if a
third class bogie were attached, incidentally easing the con-
gestion in the lower classes. The situation is especially very
bad on the branch lines where there is little or no upper
class travel. The second class compartment is almost always
empty. That there are usually no first class bogies attached
is matter for some congratulation, India is a land of
poor people who cannot afford the luxuries of upper
class travel. In the teeth of this unassailable truth, it is
rather strange that the State Railways should introduce
the air-conditioned cars on the line. These have been
introduced on the Frontier Mail of the Bombay Baroda
and Central India Service, between Bombay and Calcutta,
and between Delhi and Calcutta, One doubts the wisdom
of this experiment, though the Eailway Board feel quite
optimistic and say that '* the results obtained by the end
of the year under renew indicate that the outlay incurred
on these air-conditioned coaches will be amply justified."
It is, however, felt that, if only these moneys could be spent
o& the provision of refrigerator trucks for the carriage
irf perishable freight, it would be a better investment.
lltfe would not only increase railway revenues but also
provide a much needed want to the public. The chief
point of criticism that coold be levelled against air-
eonditioned first class carriages is that when upper class